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I. Basis of the report 



Description, Pages 
1-42 

Claims, Numbers 

1-36 

Drawings, Sheets 
1/1 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)) 

° '"""'"^ °' international preliminary examination (under 

' application: the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable fomi. 
H furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomi. 

H furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

° Sr„|^'iTJ2n fumrshsd"™"*" "^""^^ <^^'^ >o »>« wH«en sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



tntemational application No. PCT/GB 03/0471 1 



report.) ' ' ^ ^^^^ amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

»t. Non^bllshmenl of opinton with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial applicability 



□ 

□ 
□ 



tlie entire intemationai application, 
claims Nos. 5,20-31,33 
because: 

^''^•S:;a!^T>^'Z!&<';^(^^-^ >^> =aid Calms NOS. are so unclear 
° S^SSTi^JS" ^ ~ '■«*<l"«=ly supported by the descHptlon that no meaningful opinion 

a "Olnlemalonal search report has been established lor the said claims Nos. 5 20-31 33 

□ the written forni has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable fomi has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 

2, Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No; Claims 



1-4, 6-19,32, 34-36 
1-4, 6-19,32, 34-36 
1-4, 6-19,32, 34-36 
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2. 



The present application is based on the finding that serine proteases (Rhomboid 
polypeptides) are involved in the cleavage of protozoan adhesion molecules. Claimed 
are methods for the identification of compounds which inhibit infectivity of a 
protozoan pathogen and methods of identifying protozoan Rhomboid polypeptides. 

None of the available prior art discloses or suggests that Rhomboid polypeptides are 
involved in the cleavage of protozoan adhesion molecules. Claims 1-4, 6-19, 32, and 
34-36 therefoe are considered to be novel and based on an Inventive activity. 

The applicants submitted that the subject-matter of claims 5, 20-31 , and 33 could 
(and should) have been the subject of the International Search Report. 
The present IPEA does not establish an opinion in respect of claims which were not 
the subject of the International Search Report (Rule 66.1 (e) PCT). Moreover, the 
IPEA IS not competent to perfomi additional searches or to question or correct the 
finding of the ISA. 
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